Address by Ambassador Per Eklund, Head of Delegation
European Commission to Guyana, at the opening ceremony of
the G90 Trade Ministers’ Conference, Guyana June 3-4 2004

Hon. Ministers, Distinguished Delegates and Observers,
Your Excellencies Colleague Ambassadors and Heads of Mission,

Ladies and Gentlemen

The future of the WTO system and the Doha Development
Agenda is the subject of this meeting. Few topics could be more
important at this point in time. The EU, as you know, attaches the
utmost importance to the Doha Round, as do you all.

I am therefore grateful to you for giving me the floor on behalf of
Commissioner Lamy, who very much regrets that he was unable
to join you today. Please forgive me if my remarks go beyond
-formality so that I may share with you our substantive vision, and
offer some thoughts on the road ahead.

The EU was the first to recognise the G90 as a serious negotiating
partner and to welcome you as an influential coalition in the WTO.
We continue to place great faith in your ability to shape events in a
positive way to the benefit of your economic development and our
own.

That is why the EU believes that this meeting is very important
and very timely. It is farsighted of the G90 countries to give such
priority to hammering out a common negotiating position. We
hope that the meeting will result in a broad platform that sets out
your basic aims and concerns, and that gives a strong and positive
impetus to the DDA work programme. This would obviously help
in getting agreement on negotiating modalities at the WTO
General Council in July. I believe we all share this aim.

Commissioners Lamy and Fischler as you know recently wrote to
you all, and indeed to all trade ministers, outlining areas where
the EU was ready to make further movement to ensure the DDA
regains much needed momentum.:
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members and is considered as an important contribution to
relaunching the negotiations. At this stage I would like to echo
Commissioner Lamy’s call for other WTO members to match this
level of ambition and flexibility so that the Doha Round can make

real progress in July.

This is where your important work today and tomorrow fits in.
Your conclusions will be an important contribution to reaching an
agreement in Geneva by the end of July. The fact that you are
meeting, engaging, ensuring that you are fully prepared to take
the right decisions, is vital for progress. I congratulate you on
doing this.

However, in order for your platform to contribute constructively
to this it is important that it is flexible enough to provide the right
latitude to your negotiators in Geneva to pursue their work.
Negotiations require give and take. Negotiators need above all
some margin of manoeuvre to find compromise solutions and
reach consensus. They cannot be locked into over rigid positions
that cannot be reconsidered Negotiators need to be able to adjust
their positions rapidly and at short notice.

That is why my main message and advice is to ensure that the
adoption of a Ministerial plattorm does not constrain your
negotiators in Geneva so severely that they are unable to do their
job effectively when establishing the July package. They, like we,
need room for manoeuvre.
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