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Pursuant to Decison No. 3/03 of the Specid Sesson of the ACP Council of Minigers held
on 1 October 2003, the ACP Minigers of Trade met in Brussals on 26 November 2003 to
condder a drategy for advancing the interests of the ACP Group in the WTO negotiations
under the Doha Work Programme. They received a report from the Joint Committee of
Brussds and Geneva ACP Ambassadors which met on 24 and 25 November 2003 in
Brussals.

The Minigers noted that despite numerous efforts which had been made within and outsde
Geneva with the objective of reactivating the negotiations under the Doha Work Programme,
and an indication of willingness by most Members to re-engage and get the negotiations back
on track, there had not been any dear sgnas on how to restart the daled negotiations. The
mgor players reman reticent and non-committa.  The Minigers fet tha this was a
worrisome dtuaion in view of the forthcoming meeting of the Generd Council a Senior
Officids levd. They aso noted that the Chairman of the Generd Council and the Director-
Generd of the WTO had, as mandated by the Minigerid Statement adopted by the Cancun
Minigerid Conference, initiated consultations in preparation for the Generd Council meseting
a Senior Officids level. In this regard, it was decided to focus on the following four issues
agriculture, cotton, non-agricultural market access and Singapore issues.

Asaresult of thair discussons, the ACP Minisers of Trade:

A. General Principles

1 Redffirmed the importance of a more baanced and eguitable multilatera trading
sydem undepinned by trangparency and indusveness in  the decison-making
process. In this regard, the ACP Group mugt continue to paticipate actively and
congructively in the post-Cancun process with a view to ensuring the successful and
timely concluson of the negotiations under the Doha Work Programme.

2 Affirmed their commitment to puitting back on track the negotiations under the Doha
Work Programme on the basis of fullest recognition of and attention to the needs and
interests of developing countries in accordance with the Doha mandate. They
expressed concern that the deadline of 1% January 2005 may not be met given the
dow pace of progressin the negotiaions under the Doha Work Programme.

3 Cdled on the WTO Generd Council to renew, as amaiter of priority, negotigtions or
conaultations, as applicable, on key issues of interest to developing countries, such as
gpecid and differentid treastment, implementation, specid Stuation of LDCs, work
programme for smal economies and the rules governing regiond trade agreements.

4 Reiterated that their poditions articulated in the ACP Declaration on the 5"WTO
Minigerid Conference remain rdevant and vaid, and shauld continue to form the
basis for ACP participation in the negotiations. In this regard, they urged the ACP
representatives in Genevato actively put across the ACP positionsin view of the
Generd Council meeting of next December.
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Common Principles for Future Work

Recognised that negotiations are a dynamic process. They therefore agreed to
mandate the ACP representatives in Geneva to adjust, where necessary, after adequate
consultations, positions contained in the Dedaration.

Agreed that the ACP Group should continue to mest on a regular bess to share
information and exchange views on the deveopments on the Doha Work Programme,
induding in the informad consultations being caried out by the Charmen of the
Generd Council, which, regrettably, are not dways open to dl ddegdions In this
context, collaborating with inditutions that could provide technicd support such as
UNCTAD, the South Centre and AITIC, among others, will be vitd. In addition, it
will be necessaty to aval adeguate resources, including those under the al-ACP
cgpacity building programme on the mulltilaterd trading system.

Agreed that the ACP Group should continue to engage in the Tripartite Alliance
(ACP, LDC and African Union) pursued in Cancun. The Group shoud dso build
coditions with other rdevant groups in seeking support for its pogtions.  In this
regard, the ACP Group should continue to engage the EU, and promote active
didogue with other Members with a view to obtaining their support on issues of
importance for the ACP Group.

Urged WTO Membes to fully implement the LDC Guiddines on Accesson of
December 2002 without seeking excessive and drenuous commitments from these
countries or denying them rights currently being enjoyed by founding LDC Members
of the WTO.

Agreed that the ACP Group should enhance its communication Strategy in order to
efectivdy disseminate and lobby its pogtions  In this regard, liason with the press,
sdlected NGOs and other public or private ingitutions should be pursued.

Cdled on WTO Members to urgently grant permanent observer datus in the WTO for
the ACP Group of States and ACP Inter-governmenta and Regiond Organisations.

I ssues under Consultations by the Chairman of the General Council
@ Agriculture

Agreed that the concluson of a framework for establishing modalities for further
commitments in the negotiaions on agriculture could be a firg sep and thet the task
of devdoping moddities could be left for a later dage. In this regard, Ministers
conddered Rev. 2 of the draft Cancun Minigterid text of 13 September 2003 (Derbez

text) only as a darting point for negotiations on agriculture while stressing as wel the
importance of other contributions made before and at Cancun.
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(b) Cotton

Redffirmed that cotton continues to be a vitd issue for the countries concerned and
requires an urgent solution. In this regard, it should be trested as a sand-adone issue
and not as part of the overal negotiaions on agriculture in the WTO.

Supported the request of the affected countries as contaned in  document
WT/GC/W/516 dated 7 October 2003 (copy dtached). They aso supported the
incluson of cotton as an item on the agenda of the Genera Council.

(c) Non-agricultural market access

Regffirmed their pogdtion, as contained in paragraphs 29-32 of the ACP Declaration
on the 5" WTO Ministerial Conference.

Expressed concern a the possble erodon of preferences arisng from  further
reductions in tariffs.  They urged the maintenance of an adequate leve of preferences
necessay for the gradua and smooth integration of the ACP Staes into the world

economy.

Cdled for impact dudies to be underteken to assess the implications of further tariff
reductions. In this regard, the ACP Group should seek the support of internationd

inditutions, like UNCTAD and World Bank.
(d)  Singapore Issues

Observed that contrary to views expressed in various fora, Singapore issues are not
the key to unlock the logjam in the negotigtions. They noted that the unbundling of
the Singapore issues in Cancun seems to be irreversble.  They further noted that the
following options seem to be emerging from the conaultations of the Chairman of the
Generd Coundil:

() launching negotiations on trade facilitation and trangparency in  government
procurement with a firs phase devoted to agreeing on moddities for such
negatiations, and refaring investment and competition back to the Working
Groups for further daification and exduding them from the Single
Undertaking. This referd would dso acknowledge tha the Working Group
would be the proper place to explore the “opt in/opt out” or the “plurilaterd
approaches’ or any other moddities for eventua negotiations (2+2 approach);

(i)  negaotigions on trede facilitation and reference of the other three issues to
Working Groups (1+3 approach);

(i)  engaging immediatdy in negotiations in trade fadlitation and trangparency in
government  procurement, but  dropping invesment and  compeition
completely fran the Doha Work Programme (2+0 approach);

(iv)  toproceed on the basis of the Derbez text;

) the EC has withdrawn the offer it made in Cancun to commence negotiations
on trade facilitation and trangparency in government procurement and to move
the other issues out of the WTO agenda, and is currently exploring al options.



24,

Agreed that any further consderation of these issues should teke into account the
following:

0) the need for agreement on modadities by explicit consensus;

(i) provison of technicd assstance, capacity building and daifiction of the
implications of adopting multilateral frameworks on these issues,

(i)  commitment for provison of financid asssance to meet the cods of
compliance, adjusment and implementation of aty eventud multilaterd
frameworks on these issues,

(iv)  the eventud outcome of any negotiations on those issues should not lead to
binding commitments that are subject to WTO dispute settlement procedures,

(V) condderaion of any of these isues should be accompanied by progress on
devel opment issues under the Doha Work Programme.

Bound Duty- and QuotaFree Market Accessfor L DCs

Urged the devdoped countries to provide bound duty-free and quota-free market
access to dl imports from LDCs.  The product coverage should include agricultura
productsin their primary, semiprocessed and processed forms.

Reiterated that LDCs are exempt from reduction commitments, in accordance with
Article 15.2 of the Agreement on Agriculture.

Reaffirmed ther support to the proposd to exempt LDCs from making any reduction
commitment with respect to nonagriculturd market access (NAMA).  In this
connection, they urged the removd of the provisons in paragrgph 8 of the framework
for egablishing moddities in NAMA contained in the Derbez text, which cdls upon
LDCsto substantidly increase their level of binding commitments.

Concerningthe 1516 December Senior Officials M eeting

Mandated Senior Officds to appoint an overdl spokesperson and desgnae
sookespersons  for the four arees that are expected to be the man subjects for
condderaion a the meeting, namdy agriculture, cotton, non-agriculturd  market
access and Singapore issues. An additiond  spokesperson could be identified to
address other issues, especialy development issues.

Agreed that the ACP Group should convene a medting in Geneva a the Senior
Officidsleve on the eve of the Generd Council meeting of next December.

Reform of the WTO

Mandated the ACP Group in Geneva to examine the Geneva preparatory process for
Minigerid Conferences and the decisonrmaking process in the WTO with a view to
meking recommendations on how the shortcomings could be improved, and report to
their next meting.



5. Noted that not al ACP States Members of the WTO have Missons in Geneva. They
mandated the ACP Group in Geneva and Brussds to propose ways and means of
increesing their involvement in the negotiation process. They noted tha in view of
the EPA negotiations, there could be need for the Brussds and Geneva-based ACP
Ambassadors to meet regularly.

Negotiations of EPAs: Updates by Regions

Minigers received ord reports from regiond coordinators on progress and/or preparations
being made on the negotiations of EPAs & the regiond leve.
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